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a seditious man and an enemy of the mighty Emperor Tiberius Caesar. 
And I determine that his death be on the cross, fixed there with nails, in 
the manner customary with criminals. For, gathering round him many 
men, both rich and poor, he has not ceased to provoke tumults throughout 
the whole of Judea, proclaiming himself the Son of God and King of 
Israel, and prophesying the downfall of Jerusalem and the destruction of 
the Temple of Solomon. I ordain that the first centurion, Quintus Cor- 
nelius, shall lead him through the streets of Jerusalem to be a scoff and a 
byword. After having been scourged he shall be dressed in mock state, 
so as to be known by all, and the cross to which he is to be nailed he shall 
bear on his shoulders. And he shall walk through the most frequented 
streets, between two thieves who have been condemned to death for rob- 
bery and murder. And I, furthermore, ordain that, as an example to 
malefactors, he shall issue from the Antonine gate, preceded by a public 
crier who shall proclaim all his misdeeds, and on arriving at the hill of 
Calvary, where evil-doers and other miscreants receive their meed, he shall 
be nailed to the cross, and over his head shall be placed an inscription in 
the languages most widely spoken, viz., Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, saying, 
" Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." ' 

" After Manual Rivas had vociferated this sentence, he handed it to the 
priest in the pulpit, who, as in Madam Calderon's day, ' received it with a 
look of horror, tried to read it, and threw it on the ground with an air of 
indignation. 

" Next came the final procession to the hill of Calvary, an artificial 
mound in the centre of the churchyard. The two thieves were crucified, 
one on either side of the Saviour, the penitent on his right, who, to the 
appeal, ' Lord, remember mewhen thou comest into thy kingdom,' received 
the answer, ' To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.' 

" When the cross with the figure of Christ had been erected, the other 
scenes mentioned in the sacred narrative were enacted, — the casting of 
lots for the seamless garment, the offering of the sponge soaked with 
vinegar and gall, the opening of the side with a spear. After this, Padre 
Avila preached another sermon, and then the whole crowd knelt bare- 
headed in prayer at the foot of Calvary. During the scene of crucifixion 
the drums were beaten and the chirimia kept up its pathetic wail. With 
the descent from the cross and the burial, the representation terminated." 

Cures by Conjure Doctors. — The " Southern Workman and Hamp- 
ton School Record," August, 1899, gives some interesting information, 
obtained from a teacher attending a course at Hampton, in regard to the 
methods and effects of treatment by " conjure doctors : " — 

" When I was about eight years old a little girl threw a brick at my head, 
which cut it very badly, and when I showed the wound to my mother she 
became very angry, and took the broom, ran out to the girl, and gave her 
several raps over the head. In about three months I began to have chills, 
and they lasted me eight years. The strange part of my story is how they 
were cured. 
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" My mother was instructed that the chills were put on me by the hand 
of the wicked, and she, being anxious about my welfare, employed a con- 
jurer to take them off me. When he came he demanded part pay before 
entering in business, and, that part being settled, he went to work. The 
first thing he did was to take out of his pocket the ' walking boy ' which 
was to assist him in finding the direction of enemies or friends, — in this 
case, the one who put the chills on me. The 'walking boy' is a bottle 
with a string tied to its neck, deeply colored, that you may not see what the 
doctor puts in it — something alive, you may know, which enables it to move 
or even flutter briskly, and this makes you certain of whatever fact the 
doctor is trying to impress. 

" The treatment for my chills was a tea, and an ointment of his own 
preparation. The tea was made of roots, which looked like potatoes, and 
silver money. The ointment was made out of herbs fried in hog's lard. 

" After being thus treated, as I had good faith in the ' doctor ' the chills 
vanished. 

" An old man once was ill with palsy, as they thought, and, after spend- 
ing much money employing medical doctors and getting no relief, he was 
advised to change treatment. He employed a conjurer, who came with his 
' walking boy.' The doctor, with ' boy ' in hand, ordered a man to bring a 
hoe and dig where he would order him to, that he might earth up the thing 
that caused the man's illness. 

" After he had walked over and around the yard several times with the 
' boy ' suspended, it was thought by many that he would not be able to find 
the buried poison ; but as they were about to give up their pursuit, the 
' boy ' fluttered and kicked as though he would come out of the bottle. 
Then the doctor ordered the man to dig quickly, for the ' trick-bag ' was 
there. On the order being obeyed, the poison was found. It was rusty 
nails, finger and toe nails, hair and pins sewed up in a piece of red flannel. 

"The 'doctor' carried this to the patient, and convinced him that he had 
found the cause of his illness, and that he would surely get well. Not 
many days elapsed before he was walking as well as ever." 

Modern Conjuring in Washington. — It is to be expected that the 
advance of scientific knowledge should affect the practice of " voodoo." 
A curious example of such progress is given by the " Washington Post," 
March 7, 1899, in an account of a case tried in the police court of that 
city : — 

" Mrs. Sarah Smith, a colored woman, who has been employed as cook 
in some of the most exclusive homes of Washington, is the complainant 
against Johnson. She told a story of deceit in the police court yesterday, 
which accuses Johnson of working first upon her hopes and then upon her 
fears, with the net result of the transfer of six hundred dollars from Mrs. 
Smith's possession to Johnson's. Larceny by trick on six different occa- 
sions, and the possession of a revolver when arrested by Policeman Duvall, 
are the specific charges against Johnson. 

" Mrs. Smith said yesterday that, several months ago, Johnson called 
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